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Mortuary report of Laredo, Tex., for December, 1904- — Comparison 

with previous years. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Frick reports, January 9, as follows: 
I have the honor to herewith transmit the mortuary report of Laredo, 
Tex., for the month of December, 1904. I also transmit, for com- 
parison, a recapitulated report covering the same month for years of 
1901, 1902 and 1903, and special attention is respectfully invited to 
the more favorable reports of the years of 1903 and 1904, »with the 
statement that to the work of the Service during these years, 1903 
;and 1904, I believe this favorable condition to be due. 



Number of deaths and causes, December, 1904. 



Without medical attention . 

Eclampsia 

Old age and exposure 

Croup 

Dentition 

Cholera infantum 

Diarrhea 

Cerebral congestion 

Heart failure 

Pneumonia 



Congestion of the bowels. 
Tuberculosis pulmonalis . 

Debility ( natural ) 

Shot through the heart . . 

Hemorrhage 

Old age 



Total 26 

Mortality rate 22.28 



Population, 14,000. 



Comparative report of mortality rate for the years 1901-1904. 



1901 33.42 

1902 29.52 



1903 25.71 

1904 22.28 



Mortuary report of New Laredo, Mexico, for the month of December, 1904, obtained by 
Acting Assistant Surgeon H. J. Hamilton. 



Pneumonia . . 
Laryngitis ... 

Tetanus 

Albuminuria . 
Tuberculosis . 
Bronchitis . . . 



Estimated population, 6,000. 



Old age . . 
Stillborn. 



Total 15 

Mortality rate 30 



Statistical reports of States and cities of the United States, yearly and 

monthly. 

California — Los Angeles. — Month of December, 1904. Estimated 
population, 180,000. Total number of deaths, 282, including diph- 
theria 1, enteric fever 4, and 55 from tuberculosis. 

San Francisco. — Month of November, 1904. Estimated population, 
475,000. Total number of deaths, 606, including diphtheria 2, enteric 
fever 18, whooping cough 7, and 92 from tuberculosis. 

Stockton. — Month of December, 1904. Census population, 17,506. 
Total number of deaths, 18. No contagious diseases reported. 

Illinois — Peoria. — Month of December, 1904. Census population, 
56,100. Total number of deaths, 84, including diphtheria 2, and 5 from 
tuberculosis. 
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Michigan. — Reports to the State board of health at Lansing for 
the week ended January 7, 1905, from 65 observers, indicate that 
measles, smallpox, meningitis, and inflammation of brain were more 
than usually prevalent; and influenza, phthisis pulmonalis, pleuritis, 
inflammation of kidney, pneumonia, erysipelas, whooping cough, dys- 
entery, remittent fever, cholera infantum, and puerperal fever were 
less than usually prevalent. Meningitis was present at 4 places, 
whooping cough at 8, measles at 35, diphtheria at 41, pneumonia at 48, 
scarlet fever at 66, smallpox at 68, typhoid at 69 places, and phthisis 
pulmonalis at 241 places. 

Mortality during December, 1904- — The total number of deaths 
reported to the Department of State for the month of December was 
2,782, corresponding to a death rate of 13 per 1,000 population. This 
rate is higher than that for the preceding month, which was 11.6 per 
1,000, but lower than the rate for December, 1903, which was 14.1 
per 1,000. 

By ages, there were 519 deaths of infants under 1 year of age, 133 
deaths of children aged 1 to 4 years, and 922 deaths of elderly persons 
aged 65 years and over. A considerable increase is shown for the 
rate of mortality of infants and the aged as compared with November. 

Important causes of death were as follows: Tuberculosis of lungs 
176, other forms of tuberculosis 26, typhoid fever 51, diphtheria and 
croup 50, scarlet fever 12, measles 5, whooping cough 10, pneumonia 
234, diarrheal diseases of infants 42, meningitis 35, influenza 34, can- 
cer 148, accidents and violence 181. 

There were 2 deaths from smallpox, 1 in Blair Township, Grand 
Traverse County, and 1 in Jackson City, Jackson County. 

Minnesota — Duluth. — Month of November, 1904. Census popula- 
tion, 52,969. Total number of deaths, 54, including enteric fever 7, 
and 7 from tuberculosis. 

Winona. — Month of December, 1904. Estimated population, 23,000. 
Total number of deaths, 34, including diphtheria 5, enteric fever 1, 
whooping cough 1, and 3 from tuberculosis. 

New Hampshire — Manchester. — Month of December, 1904. Census 
population, 56,987. Total number of deaths, 1 02, including diphtheria 
2, enteric fever 1, and 10 from tuberculosis. 

New York. — Reports to the State board of health for the month of 
November, 1904, from 156 cities, towns, and villages having an aggre- 
gate population of 7,746,500 show a total of 10,185 deaths, including 
diphtheria 241, enteric fever 147, measles 46, scarlet fever 63, whoop- 
ing cough 27, and 1,104 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

The monthly bulletin says: 

The well-nigh universal rule has always been according to past records that Novem- 
ber is the month of lowest mortality in the year. Last year for the first time there 
was an increase over both September and October, and the present month has a 
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mortality 250 in excess of that of October. During the fifteen years preceding 1903 
there were about 8,500 deaths in November, a daily rate of 280, against 339 this 
month. The increase is in excess of the population increase, the present death rate 
being 16 against 15.2 of the past five years. 

Compared with the average of past years, the increase is not in infant mortality, 
which is numerically the same, nor in epidemic diseases, the total of which is for both 
periods alike, and in typhoid fever, diphtheria, and diarrheal diseases is indeed 
materially less than the average, all of these having a low mortality. Acute res- 
piratory diseases, 72 per cent of which were from pneumonia, caused 250 more deaths 
than the average of the month; diseases of the circulatory system, 200 more; those of 
the urinary system are 15 per cent above the average, 8 per cent of the deaths of the 
month having been from Bright's disease. There is also a large increase this month 
in the cancer mortality, which is larger than has heretofore occurred in any month, 
but is not limited to any locality, for it is general throughout the State. The chief 
cause of increase in the mortality of the month is pneumonia, which caused 1,220 
deaths, against 800 in October; 12 per cent of the total mortality was from this cause, 
against 9.4 per cent last November and 8 per cent in October of this year. The 
deaths from Bright's disease nearly equaled the entire epidemic mortality, and from 
pneumonia were 50 per cent greater. The increase in both is universal. Although 
the deaths of early life are unusually low those of advanced age are excessive, 20 per 
cent, and in some districts even 40 per cent, of the deaths occurring at past the age of 
70 years. Grippe has appeared on the death returns of the month in connection 
with various other diseases, mostly acute respiratory, but the number has been 
small where it has been credited with contributing to mortality. Smallpox was 
widespread early in the year and during the fall in Washington and Saratoga coun- 
ties, but has in the latter center subsided in good part; it now prevails moderately 
in places in Rockland and Westchester counties and also in Franklin County, and 
spread is threatened in some southern tier counties from a nearby (out of the State) 
center. 

Ohio — Cleveland. — Month of December, 1904. Estimated popula- 
tion, 430,000. Total number of deaths, 482, including diphtheria 9, 
enteric fever 4, scarlet fever 1, whooping cough 2, and 40 from tuber- 
culosis. 

Corning. — Year ended December 31, 1904. Census population, 
1,401. Total number of deaths 13. No deaths from contagious 
diseases. 

Napoleon. — Year ended December 31, 1904. Census population, 
3,639. Total number of deaths 25, including enteric fever 2, and 3 from 
phthisis pulmonalis. 

Pennsylvania — Altoona. — Month of December, 1904. Census pop- 
ulation, 38,973. Total number of deaths 62, including diphtheria 1, 
enteric fever 1, scarlet fever 1, and 2 from tuberculosis. 

Rhode Island — Neioport. — Month of December, 1904. Estimated 
population, 23,000. Total number of deaths, 24, including 3 from 
tuberculosis. 

Tennessee — Knoxville. — Month of December, 1904. Estimated 
population, 40,000— white, 30,000; colored, 10,000. Total number of 
deaths, 50 — white, 42; colored, 8 — including diphtheria 2, entric fever 
5, whooping cough 1, and 9 from tuberculosis. 
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Nashville. — Month of December, 1904. Estimated population, 
82,947— white, 52,061 ; colored, 30,886. Total number of deaths, 151— 
white, 70; colored, 81 — including diphtheria 1, enteric fever 2, measles 
1, and 20 from tuberculosis. 

Wisconsin — Milwaukee. — Month of November, 1904. Estimated 
population, 325,000. Total number of deaths, 304, including diphtheria 
3, enteric fever 3, scarlet fever 1, whooping cough 3, and 26 from 
tuberculosis. 

Reports of immigration at Boston. 

Office of the Commissioner of Immigration, 

Boston, Mass., January 2, 1905. 

Arrival of alien steerage passengers at this port during the week ended Saturday, December 
31, 1904; also the names of vessels and ports from which they came. 



Date of 
arrival. 


Vessel. 


Where from. 


Number of 
immi- 
grants. 


Dec. 26 






1 


27 


Winifredian . . 
Total . . . 






4 























George B. Billings, Commissioner. 

Office of the Commissioner of Immigration, 

Boston, Mass., January 9, 1905. 

Arrival of alien steerage passengers at this port during the week ended Saturday, January 

7, 1905. 



Date of 
arrival. 


Vessel. 


Where from. 


Number of 
immi- 
grants. 








462 








1 




Total . . 










463 











George B. Billings, Commissioner. 

Report of immigration at Key West. 

Office of the Commissioner of Immigration, 

Key West, Fla., January 9, 1905. 

Report of arrivals of alien steerage passengers at Key West during the week ended Janu- 
ary 7, 1905. 



Date of 
arrival. 


Vessel. 


Where from. 


Number of 
aliens. 


Jan. 2 






3 


3 




do 


71 


4 




do ' 


141 


5 




do 


107 


6 




do 


5 


7 




do 


169 




Total 








496 











Julius Otto, Immigrant Inspector in Charge. 



